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Christmas Comes Early to Zoar on Dec. 3-4

ZOAR, Ohio – November 17, 2011 – Visitors can enjoy the sights and sounds of early American and German holiday traditions at the annual Christmas in Zoar. The event is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 4 from noon to 5 p.m.

Featured activities both days include:

· Tours of decorated, private historic homes – noon to 5 p.m.

· Horse-drawn wagon rides – 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

· Live reindeer in the garden, with visits from the German Belsnickle and Kristkind
· Santa’s Workshop for kids.

More than 35 juried American folk and craft artisans will offer unique gifts and décor in the Zoar Schoolhouse, Number One House and the Tin Shop. Museum buildings will be open, with costumed volunteers demonstrating the old ways of preparing holiday foods and wares. Local student, amateur and professional music groups will provide entertainment both days.

Exclusive Saturday events include a live manger scene from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. as well as a presentation about the origins of Christmas carols by the McKinley Museum’s Chris Kenney at 1 p.m. Saturday will also feature organ music at the Meeting House and a candlelight service at 5:15 p.m., immediately followed by a procession to garden for the village tree lighting.  

Visitors may choose to combine their visit with a trip to Ruetenik Farms, where they can cut their own fresh Christmas tree.

Christmas in Zoar admission is $7.00 for adults; children under 12 are free.  For more information, call 1-800-262-6195, or visit www.zca.org.

About Historic Zoar Village
Zoar’s historical district is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and dozens of village structures have been painstakingly preserved through the collaborative efforts of the Zoar Community Association and the Ohio Historical Society, as well as many private homes by local residents. Historic Zoar Village (www.zca.org) was founded by German Separatists in 1817 and thrived as a communal settlement for more than 80 years.  This region has experienced three significant floods that have caused the Zoar Levee to leak, causing minor damage to several of the village’s historical structures.  As a result, the USACE has determined that the levee has a high risk of failure that must be addressed. For information on how you can help, visit www.savehistoriczoar.org
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